
Curriculum Outline

Subject Code: 100

Subject Title: Faith

Description

Visualising what God intends to do and acting in harmony with it.

Objectives: 
• Understand Biblical Principles and be able to relate them to life in order to make wise 

decisions.
• Know the articles of our Christian faith.
• Express faith in ways others can understand.

Procedures

• Read, study and memorise the Bible together.
• Read other faith-based books together.
• Write a journal expressing prayers, praise and experiences.
• Share faith with others. (Philemon 1:6)
• Read biographies of heroes of the faith, and discover how God used them in his plan.
• Learn a catechism.
• Learn songs that express faith.
• Relate every day experiences to God’s wisdom and faith.

Resources

• Bibles
• Songbooks
• Faith Notebook
• Biographies
• IBLP Basic Seminar and associated teaching resources

What We’re Already Doing 

Susanna loves to hear Bible stories.
She has memorized some Bible verses.
We have church as a family most evenings. We read from the Bible, sing 
songs, pray and talk about how the Bible applies to life. 
We attend church each week where Susanna attends Sunday School.

We encourage Susanna to follow the seven basic principles of life:

• Self Acceptance -- We have learnt a song that talks of 10 unchangeable features of each 
person. We communicate love and acceptance for Susanna’s uniqueness and encourage 
her to be happy with the way she’s been made.



• Clear Conscience -- We have taught Susanna how to say sorry and ask for forgiveness 
when she hurts someone. We have taught Susanna the importance of telling the truth 
even when it hurts.

• Moral Purity -- We are teaching Susanna how to control her body. We keep our home 
free from impure images, monitor Internet usage, have no TV, and watch selected 
videos.

• True Success -- We are helping Susanna to translate Bible truth into everyday life. 
There are so many opportunities for this in our busy home.

• Authority – We are teaching Susanna to respect and obey the rules of the home, road 
and country. 

• Ownership – We are teaching Susanna how to care for resources and property, and 
share with brothers and sisters.

• Suffering – We are teaching Susanna how to forgive others when they hurt her.

Cur

Evaluation & Assessment

Via observation and discussion:
• Hear what Susanna says
• Observe her moment by moment choices

Cu

Outline
Subject Code: 200

Subject Title: Goodness

Objectives

Develop positive Godly character qualities through challenging circumstances, 
so as to obtain inward purity and gain outward influence for righteousness.

Procedures

• Study one Character Quality (hereafter CQ).
• Learn the CQ definition and "I will's"

Eg, for the CQ of Creativity: 



Definition: "Approaching a need, a task, or an idea from a new perspective”
"I will's":
... use my talents for good
... see things from more than one perspective
... use principles to solve problems
... learn all I can
... look for new ways to be a person or character
Source: "Achieving True Success: How to Build Character as a Family",
International Association of Character Cities, 2000

• Try to introduce this new word into the family vocabulary
• Praise Susanna when she shows this CQ
• Issue corrections based on character, rather than behaviour.
• Find others who show this CQ in current reading material and everyday life 

experiences.
• Practice the CQs during specific times of the day (eg, chores)
• Read about the CQ in Character Sketches book.
• Make a poster depicting the CQ.
• Write stories about someone showing the CQ.

 
Resources

• Character Sketches (Beautifully illustrated books showing how animals and people in 
the Bible demonstrated, or failed to demonstrate a CQ.)

• "The Power of True Success"
• "Achieving True Success: How to Build Character as a Family", International 

Association of Character Cities, 2000
• Character Quality Worksheet -- A worksheet to "fill in" to help one study the CQ

Evaluation & Assessment

Talk about definitions and "I will's" regularly to gauge Susanna’s 
understanding.
Observe how well Susanna shows the CQ in times of trouble and difficulty.

What We’re Already Doing 

We have made some colourful, creative posters for many of the CQs we have 
studied so far.
Susanna has learned the meaning of some CQs, and is using them in her 
vocabulary.
We praise Susanna when she demonstrates a CQ in daily living.
When reading books to Susanna, we discuss how characters have shown or 
failed to show a CQ.
We make family rules based on CQs.
We are making CQs a part of our family culture.
Curricu



lum Outline
Subject Code: 310

Subject Title: Scripture

Description

To discover God, and His dealings with mankind as recorded in His written 
communication to us (the Holy Bible).

Objectives

Learn and understand:
• The books of the Bible: Sequence, Spelling, Authorship, Themes, Content and 

Summary
• The geography of the Bible, and current archeology
• The people of the Bible: Customs, People groups, Principles applied or rejected.
• Principles of Bible study
• Procedures and references for soul-winning and counseling
• The life and commands of the Lord Jesus Christ
• Bible prophecy and its relation to historical, current, and forecasted future events

Key Disciplines

• Study the Bible:
• Read the Bible together.
• Put the Biblical events onto a history timeline.
• Find out what was happening in world history at the time of the Biblical events.

e.g. Sumerians in the time of Abraham
e.g. Egyptians in the time of Joseph

• Use a Bible Concordance to look up a certain topic.
• Memorise the names of the books of the Bible in order.

Resources

• Various versions of The Holy Bible
• Children's Bibles (illustrated)
• Lots of Bible story books
• Wisdom Booklets
• Several Bibleland books (non-fiction)
• Bible study reference books

What We're Already Doing

Susanna is using the Rod & Staff Reading Curriculum. The graded readers use 
Bible stories for content.
We try to have “Family Church” each evening where we read portions of the 



Bible together.
 
LllllLanguage

Language
We divide language studies into four activities:

• Oral language - listening and speaking
• Written language - reading, writing, and handwriting
• Visual language - viewing and presenting 
• Foreign language - learning the structure and usage of another language

Subject Code: 321

Subject Title: Oral Language:
 Listening and Speaking

Goals for Listening

Active listening requires eight main character qualities.
• Attentiveness - sitting up straight, looking at the speaker, taking good notes, giving an 

appropriate response
• Discernment - identifying truth vs. error, recognising the spirit of the speaker
• Humility - having a teachable spirit
• Deference - showing respect to the speaker, not interrupting
• Wisdom - seeing how God wants the listener to apply the teaching
• Orderliness - noting the main ideas, storing information
• Enthusiasm - responding appropriately, smiling
• Thoroughness - understanding the significance of sub-points and references

Excerpted from Monroe, Steve and Melena., “How to Teach Basic Language Skills Through the Wisdom 
Booklets”, Advanced Training Institute International, p. 25.

Goals for speaking:

• Talk about experiences, ideas, and information clearly, creatively and in an organised 
way. 

• Be an expressive and contributing member of a discussion group. 
• Facilitate discussion groups.

Key Disciplines

Abilities in oral language will occur through a natural teaching programme:

• Daily reading to Susanna from a range of texts
• Family discussions 
• Daily listen to Susanna telling stories, sharing ideas and presenting facts.



• Public speaking course (The older 3 children attend Tecorian Speakers with Mike)
• Memorisation and recitation of Scripture passages
• Encourage active listening in different contexts e.g. Sunday School, Ballet lessons
• Recitation and drama
• Home school support group activities
• Play good listening and speaking games, e.g. "Guess Who?"
• Creative play 
• Listening to ideas
• Brainstorming
• Making group decisions

Resources

• Creative toys, e.g. Playmobil, Lego, Duplo
• Video camera
• Digital camera
• Games
• Puppets
• Drama group at church
• Internet

What We're Already Doing

We have one-on-one discussions with Susanna every day. 
We read to Susanna every day. We discuss what we read.
We memorise and recite Scripture.
We try to model good listening and speaking skills.
Susanna spends time with her siblings each day, creating many different games 
and activities. The children share ideas in a variety of contexts, and often make 
group decisions.
The children naturally make up related projects to books we've been reading.
We participate in small groups:

• Homeschool outings
• Sunday School
• Ballet

We do not have a TV, so spare time is spent in reading, talking, and listening.
Susanna is learning to listen to and speak to people of all ages.
Curric

ulum Outline
Subject Code: 322

Subject Title: Written Language: Reading

Objectives



• Read fluently
• Understand 

• Long vowels
• Short vowels
• Consonants
• Syllables and syllabication patterns
• Compound words
• Suffixes and prefixes
• Vowel digraphs
• Silent letters
• Modified vowels
• Vowel and consonant variants
• Diphthongs
• Homonyms, antonyms, and analogies

• Read for the love of learning
• Develop an ever-expanding vocabulary
• Read with understanding, drawing the main ideas from the text, recognising supporting 

details, and deducing or inducing the right conclusions
• Read critically, looking for weak arguments, unsupported assertions, and factual errors
• Read widely, with cautiousness and discernment 
• Understand and use the parts of a book - contents, preface, bibliography, footnotes, 

index, appendix
• Understand and use the library system

Key Disciplines

• Read alone every day
• Read aloud to parent every day
• Express stories read in own words
• Regularly visit libraries 
• Provide a book fund for the purchase of good books for the home library
• Discuss the major and minor characters, underlying themes, the author’s use of 

language and vocabulary
• Record ideas and concepts from literature

• Written summary
• Artistic depiction 
• Related project.

Resources

• Hundreds of books
• Graded Readers
• Christ Centered Curriculum Phonics Programme 
• Teach Your Child to Read in 100 Easy Lessons
• Pathway Readers
• Learning Language Arts Through Literature Books
• Dictionaries targeted at children and adults.
• Rod & Staff Reading Programme
• Thesaurus.
• Story books
• Magnetic letters
• Phonics flashcards
• Phonics workbooks



What We're Already Doing

Susanna is reading each day to a parent from a variety of books.
Her reading ability and vocabulary is growing each day. It is exciting to watch. 
She learns quickly.
She is doing the Rod and Staff reading programme with related workbooks and 
worksheets.
She is reading the Pathway Readers and completing the accompanying 
workbooks.
We visit a library regularly issuing more than 40 books at each visit. We read 
them all.
We read to Susanna each day. At the moment we are reading aloud the “Rachel 
Yoder” series of books. Susanna enjoys this. These stories have led to some 
very good discussions.
We borrow resources from the National Library related to topics we are 
studying.

Curricu

lum Outline
Subject Code: 323

Subject Title: Written Language: Writing

Objectives

• Write neatly with correct spelling, punctuation and grammar
• Write in a range of genres 

• Poetry
• Song/hymn
• Short story
• Report
• Biography
• Instructions
• Essay
• Book Report
• Letter
• Memo
• Newspaper Article
• Compare and Contrast
• Drama
• Persuasion 

• Write logically with conviction and persuasion
• Understand and use the writing process 

• Key ideas



• Develop an outline 
• Write a draft copy 
• Edit the draft copy 
• Prepare the final copy

Use research skills 
• Gather
• Select 
• Record 
• Interpret

Key Disciplines

Write letters to grandparents, relatives and friends
Make lists, instruction sheets or charts for everyday life.
Use a dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, the Internet, and other reference manuals
Develop thinking skills. 
Brainstorm
Make mind maps

• Practice handwriting with workbooks, tracing letters, copying words, and sandpaper 
letters

• Play games with words e.g. Hangman and Scrabble
• Gently correct grammatical mistakes and help Susanna to rephrase
• Learn calligraphy 
• Touch type on the keyboard
• Use Word Processing Software
• At age 10 years start "Jump In" (Sharon Watson, Apologia Educational Ministries) 

writing programme 
• This covers:

• Pre-writing skills
• Writing your opinion
• Persuasive writing
• Expository writing 

• Biography 
• Book Report, 
• Book Response.
• Newspaper Article, 
• A How-To
• Comparing and Contrasting

• Descriptive writing
• Narration
• Poetry

• We have just invested in the Andrew Pudewa “Excellence in Writing” DVD Course for 
our older children. We will take ideas from this to share with Susanna at her level.

Resources
• Learning Language Arts Through Literature
• Jump In Writing Course
• Excellence in Writing DVD Course
• Christ Centered Curriculum resources - flash cards and teaching notes
• Understanding Writing
• Any Child Can Write, by Harvey Weiner
• Children's dictionary
• Internet access
• Thesaurus



• Collins Dictionary
• Magnetic letters
• Sandpaper letters 
• Rod & Staff Reading Curriculum
• Pathway Readers

What We're Already Doing

Susanna makes her own booklets with drawing and writing. This has been a 
joy to her.
Susanna can form her letters. She has begun to spell words.
Susanna has workbooks with writing activities.
Susanna loves to make cards and write letters. She loves to receive letters in 
return.
Curriculum

 Outline
Subject Code: 324

Subject Title: Visual Language

Objectives

Combine visual and verbal language to express ideas, tell stories, and convey 
information

Key Disciplines

• Practice and perform dramatic sketches and puppet plays
• Make static displays
• View others working with visual language 
• Theatre
• Orchestra
• Art galleries 
• Educational destinations e.g. Ferrymead

Resources

Paper (white, coloured) 
Scissors
Cardboard
Boxes
Sellotape
Glues
Colouring Items (pens, pencils, felts, crayons),



Hole Punch
Paint
Blackboard
Whiteboard
Pencil Sharpener
Sewing machine, overlocker and fabrics
Puppets
Dressing up clothing
Video player and monitor
Video camera 
Access to movies of books we have read
Presentation Software on computer

What We're Already Doing

Susanna has been to various concerts and displays:
• Museum
• Willowbank
• Orana Park
• Museums in Greymouth, Westport and Akaroa
• Shantytown
• Antartic Centre
• ... and others

Susanna enjoys arts and crafts.
Susanna makes up puppet plays.
Susanna’s four eldest brothers are in a drama group. She watches them 
rehearse at home and was included in a Christmas drama.
Susanna uses presentation computer software to make slides and displays.
Curricu

lum Outline
Subject Code: 325

Subject Title: Foreign Language

Objectives

• Learn Latin
• Learn how to pronounce Maori words
• Learn some Maori language
• Learn another language of choice

Key Disciplines

• Use formal Latin lessons 
• As New Zealanders we will also learn some Maori language, along with history and 

culture (including the Treaty of Waitangi).



Resources

• Latina Christiana DVD course for Latin
• Maori/English Dictionary
• Maori culture books
• French “The Learnables” CD – Rom course

What We're Already Doing

Susanna has an awareness of other languages besides English.
We have learned some words in Maori, especially the words in little brother 
Jonathan’s Correspondence School materials.
Susanna listens to older siblings speaking out their Latin and French.
Curricul

um Outline
Subject Code: 330

Subject Title: Mathematics

Objectives

We aim to make maths meaningful in everyday life, work, play, business and 
household affairs, by describing our situation and using mathematical 
knowledge and strategies to solve problems.

Understand and Use:

• Counting
• Place value
• Basic facts 

• Addition 
• Subtraction 
• Multiplication 
• Division 

• Fractions
• Decimals
• Percentages
• Negative numbers
• Exponential numbers
• Ratios

• Measurement
• Tools of measuring

• Length
• Mass 
• Volume



• Areas 
• Temperature
• Perimeter
• Angles 
• Rates
• Rates of change
• Scale
• Time

• Analogue and digital clocks 
• Days, months, years, seasons

• Money
• Counting 
• Value of notes/coins
• Giving change

• Estimating
• Calculus 
• Computer programs  
• Geometry:

• 2D and 3D shapes
• Describe,
• Name 
• Classify 
• Find 
• Draw 
• Enlarge 
• Reduce

• Position
• Maps
• Mazes
• Directions
• Distance

• Angles
• Lines
• Curves
• Trigonometry
• Symmetry
• Patterns
• Rotation
• Reflection

• Algebra
• Number patterns

• Rules
• Graphs

• Equations
• Form and solve

• Relationships 
• “Equals”, 
• “Greater than” 
• “Less than” 
• Diagramming

• Statistics:
• Data collection 
• Categorization, 
• Display
• Interpretation



Key Disciplines

• Parent has confidence with mathematical vocabulary and processes and an ability to 
apply these to everyday situations. 

• Practice continual, enthusiastic dialogue with Susanna as we discover maths in 
everyday life.

• Cooking and baking 
• Eating, e.g. cutting up a cake or apple
• Help Mum and Dad around the house with fixing and measuring things
• Help with weekly grocery shopping
• Play shopping
• Budget finances 
• Play games such as chess, cards, and Guess Who
• Collect coins, shells, stamps
• Play with Maths manipulatives, e.g. Cuisenaire roads, Lego
• Observe while driving in van, e.g. road signs, speeds, counting
• Observe weather - direction and strength of wind
• Sail with Pa (maternal grandfather)
• Go camping - put up tent, sort poles, get the tent square
• Follow a schedule for the day
• Read clocks
• Time length of one minute, one hour, etc.
• Build an awareness of present date (day, month, year)
• Read music 
• Explore rhythm, pitch, scales
• Draw
• Use maths workbooks 
• Use Maths-U-See curriculum

Resources
• Abeka Maths workbook
• Maths-U-See DVD curriculum for every level
• Cusinaire Rods
• Place value chart
• Addition Facts flashcards (for 1-20)
• Counting chart
• Threading beads (making patterns)
• Learning clocks
• Games, eg, Guess Who?, Ludo, cards, stacking Uno
• Calendars
• Snap Cubes
• Hundreds, Tens, and Ones blocks
• Magnetic numbers
• A series of colourful books on subtraction, multiplication, and division
• Balance
• Number lines
• 100's number chart
• Pattern blocks
• Fraction circles and rectangles
• Tangrams
• Demonstration clock

What We're Already Doing



Susanna has experienced:
• Baking muffins, e.g. reading the recipe, measuring ingredients
• Cooking a mince pie with Nan (her maternal grandmother)
• Dividing food equally among family members
• Measuring lengths when doing home repairs with Dad
• Playing shops 
• Playing games, e.g. Guess Who? (categorising characteristics into sets)
• Shell collecting and categorising
• Maths manipulatives, e.g., Cusinaire Roads, Place Value chart, Lego
• Measuring of time, eg, second, minute, hour, day, week, month
• Reading music

Susanna is working through “Alpha” of the Maths-U-See curriculum.
She also worked through DK Year 1 Maths Made Easy.
These curriculums have stimulated activities with everyday objects and maths 
manipulatives.
Curricul

um Outline
Subject Code: 330a

Subject Title: (Topic Plan) Coins and Notes

This is our ONE TOPIC PLAN
1.0 Educational Objectives/Aims
(1.1) For Susanna to learn what the different coins look like
(1.2) For Susanna to understand the different values that notes and coins 
represent
(1.3) For Susanna to understand the concepts of cents and dollars
(1.4) For Susanna to learn how to give accurate change in a transaction
(1.5) For Susanna to learn how to write maths sentences with appropriate 
dollars and cents
constructs
2.0 Resources
(2.1) Plastic New Zealand coins and notes
(2.2) Maths workbook
(2.3) Household items for playing shop
(2.4) Plastic bags for shopping items
3.0 Method
(3.1) Do rubbings of coins, learning the different coin facings (Objective 1.1)
(3.2) Undertake various value comparisons (Objective 1.2):
(3.2.1) Line up a handful of coins in the order of value, from least to greatest
(3.2.2) See how many ways a given coin can be broken into smaller units
E.g. $0.50 breaks into [$0.20, $0.20, $0.10], [$0.10, $0.10, etc], etc
(3.2.3) Group coins into sets that add up to a given amount, e.g. $1.00



(3.3) Play shopping with Mum (Objective 1.3)
Mum is the shopkeeper, and Susanna the buyer.
Mum and Susanna price the items. (Objective 1.5)
Susanna finds items she wants to buy, and asks the shopkeeper for the price.
Susanna supplies an appropriate amount of money. If it is greater than what is 
required, Susanna says how much change she should get. (Objective 1.4)
Susanna could do various jobs around the house to earn more money, e.g. 
washing the van.
Susanna has her own bank account. We look at the bank statement together, 
and watch her savings grow.
(3.4) Work through the appropriate page in the Maths workbook, writing the 
numbers, and
colouring in the various pieces (Objectives 1.3, 1.5)
(3.5 Advanced Optional Study)
Look at coins and notes from different countries. Talk about how they differ. 
Get book out of the Public Library to learn about the development of coinage. 
Start a coin collection.
4.0 Evaluation
(4.1) Check that Susanna can complete the workbook page.
(4.2) Observe how well Susanna can give change in transactions. Talk with 
Susanna about the areas that she finds difficult.
(4.3) Allow Susanna to buy things in real shops, and observe how well she 
gives the right amount of money and collects the change.
(4.4) Talk about monetary transactions at the dinner table, 
E.g. "Today I purchased an XYZ for $9.50, and gave $20. How much change 
did I get?"
Curriculum 

Outline
Subject Code: 340

Subject Title: Science and Technology

Objectives

• Develop a basic understanding of:
• The living world (biology)
• The earth and sky (earth science and astronomy)
• The way the elements work together (chemistry)
• The laws that govern the universe (physics)

• We intend to look at science through the Biblical worldview (creation science) rather 
than the secular humanistic worldview (evolution).

• Develop understanding and mastery of scientific investigation:



• Focus on a question and form a hypothesis
• Develop a fair test (by planning, testing, evaluating and modifying the test)
• Process, interpret and analyse results
• Apply results to life. Making analogies between the physical and spiritual 

aspects of life
• Prepare accurate reports
• Learn safety rules for science experimentation

Key Disciplines

(1) We choose a science curriculum with a wide variety of topics for our 
middle-aged children. Using this text as a base, we select library books, 
experiments, activities and outings to reinforce our learning. At the moment 
we are using “Understanding God’s World” by Abeka.

• Topics in this text include:
• Insects
• Plants
• Birds
• Matter
• Energy: Sound and Hearing
• Geology
• Oceanography
• Astronomy

We have other science curriculums and texts, including:
• General Science
• Botany
• Zoology
• Astronomy
• Abeka Science Readers Grades 1, 2, and 3
• Christian Liberty Press Science Readers Grade 1-5
• Apologia Science Curriculum for High School
• Exploring God’s Creation

(2) Technology
Lego Mindstorms. This programme teaches students how to build Lego robots and use the 
computer to program them.
Duplo Technology Set. Building simple machines

(3) Scientific observations of nature:
Adapted from: Wise, Jessie., and Wise Bauer, Susan, The Well-Trained Mind: A
Guide to Classical Education at Home, Norton, 1999, pp. 173-174
Draw a picture of the specimen
Answer a series of questions about the specimen:

• Does it have a backbone?
• Does it have fur?
• Does it have wings?
• What does its skin feel like?
• How many feet does it have? What do its feet look like?
• How many legs does it have? What do the legs look like?
• What does its body look like?
• What does it eat?
• Where does it live?



• How big is it?
• What do its babies look like?
• Is it domesticated (tamed by man) or wild?
• Is it endangered?

Collections, eg, shells. Label, categorise, read about
Collect and use scientific tools, eg, microscope, magnifying glass, mirrors, etc

(4) Read science related books together

Resources

Children’s science investigation books from the library on a variety of topics
Science-related books
Books about dinosaurs, the ice age, fossils, creation vs. evolution, animals, 
plants
Science equipment, e.g. mirrors, electronics equipment magnifying glass, 
microscope
Bird, plant and shell identification books
3D manipulation toys (Duplo, K’Nex, Lego, Lego Dacta, Lego Technics, Lego 
MindStorms)
Apologia Science Curriculum for 10-years plus ... this programme has a 
fascinating textbook, science experiments, tests for every module, study 
questions, and critical thinking questions
Jars to keep captured insects for study
Google SketchUp
Telescope

What We're Already Doing

We have done many science experiments as a family. Susanna joins in with our 
group science time. At present we are studying Sound and Hearing. We 
watched a video from the National Library, and read lots of books on the 
topic. We looked at diagrams of the ear and played hearing games. We try to 
correspond Jonathan’s Correspondence school topic with the science topic if 
possible. Susanna enjoyed Jon’s posting about hearing. 
We look for ways for Susanna to record or present the knowledge she has 
gained. E.g. making a booklet with drawings, or building a model out of Lego. 
We observe wildlife together at home and away.
We visit animal parks.
Susanna has helped to plant and maintain the vegetable garden.
Susanna can make amazing Lego models.
Susanna has enjoyed our two sets of Lego Dacta (and lego in general). The 
Lego Dacta are school sets that have models to build and experiment with. 



Topics covered include levers, pulleys, gears and structures.
We live in the country. This has opened up a whole new world of learning, 
e.g. animals, birds, farming, machinery, seeing farmers and their dogs working 
with sheep.
Visited a farm during harvest of wheat. We visited a dairy farm and saw 
milking time.
We visited caves.
We looked at the stars and the moon through a telescope.
Visited a rocky shore to observe wildlife
We collected shells.
Susanna helps to distribute recycling into various bins at the Recovery 
Resource Centre.
We watched a monarch caterpillar shed its skin. We saw it as a butterfly. We 
read books about monarchs.
We looked in rock pools at sea life.
We identified birds from bird identification books.
Susanna has planted beans in a jar and observed their root structure.
Susanna loves to watch and participate in the older boys science experiments.
Curriculum

 Outline
Subject Code: 350

Subject Title: History and Geography

Objectives

Investigate history through a Judeo-Christian perspective, concentrating on the Bible, and how 
recorded history relates to the Bible

Grasp an understanding of the history of the Jews, the church, world history, and New Zealand 
history

Investigate the organising structures of civilizations past and current, including groups in 
society, roles within these groups, leadership, culture, beliefs, religions, important places, 
environment, technology, and resources

Investigate ways people groups have responded positively or negatively to Jehovah God, and 
the implications of these decisions

Know how people have recorded history

Understand the three dominant worldviews in our culture today - Judeo-Christian, Secular 
humanism, and Marxist



Discover biases in historical recording and analysis

Record present events accurately

Interview a witness to an event

Describe the continents and countries of the earth – natural, physical, cultural and social

Key Disciplines

Systematically study world history from ancients to modern:
• Time periods:

• Ancients 5000 BC – AD 500
• Medieval to Early Renaissance 400-1600
• Late Renaissance-Early Modern 1600-1850
• Modern 1850-present

Texts:
• "The Story of the World", Books 1-4 by Susan Wise Bauer
• The Bible
• Waring, Diana., What in the World is Going on Here? This is an activity book 

with discussion questions, puzzles, games, songs and reading lists
• Kingfisher History of the World
• Usborne World History
• … and extensive use of the library

Make a timeline. Add events, people, and civilizations, in appropriate place in timeline as 
explored.
Do extensive reading on a topic:

• Non-fiction: Often these have related projects for children
• Fiction: Historical novels, short stories, picture books, flashcard series
• Biographies
• Record discoveries in a notebook

Focus on a snippet of world history:
• Add events, people, and civilizations to our timeline 
• Undertake writing assignments or related projects, and put these into the history 

notebook
Discover basic facts about other countries:

• Size, climate, land forms, and ecosystem usage
• Population and people groups
• Brief history
• Cultural activities (and try some if appropriate)
• Economy
• Way of life (food, clothing, government)
• Famous people from the country

Use an Atlas, globe, world map, and other reference materials frequently

Resources

Story of the World
Book of historical maps
Timeline



Diana Waring's history tapes and activity book
Galloping the Globe
Runkle Geography
Atlases
Globe
World maps
"The History of Christianity" (a book)
Usborne World History
Biographies of famous people 
ABeka History Textbooks

What We're Already Doing

We are reading through "The Story of the World" book volume II at the 
moment with the middle-aged children. Susanna is part of this group. She is 
enjoying the stories. 
We have looked at maps and the globe together as we talk about different 
places and times.
Susanna enjoys listening to historical fiction in picture books or longer chapter 
book format.
Susanna enjoys jigsaws depicting countries of the world.
Curricu

lum Outline
Subject Code: 360

Subject Title: Health and Medicine

Objectives

Health 
Know parts of the body, and what they do
Know and practice rules for healthy living

• Sufficient rest
• Regular exercise
• Balanced diet - the five food groups, the food pyramid
• Safe environment for body, mind and spirit
• Healthy relationships - gaining and keeping a clear conscience, forgiving others, 

showing genuine love
• Regular hygiene - teeth cleaning, grooming

Medicine 
Learn about disease processes, disabilities, and disorders. 
Learn how to care for self and others with altered body processes.

Physical Exercise 



Practice some form of regular exercise to keep the body fit - swimming, walking, cycling, gym, 
or other sports 

Key Disciplines

Parents model healthy living
Parents help child to maintain healthy living
Inclusion of exercise in the daily and weekly schedule
Encourage appropriate bedtimes depending on age, energy, and upcoming needs and events
Read with parent "Health, Safety and Manners. Topics include:

• Growth
• Habits
• Healthy eating
• Exercise
• Rest
• Posture
• Fresh air and sunshine
• Taking care of my body, clothes & home
• Safety in the home, away from home, in the street, at the playground, in water, 

and in a storm
• Good manners

Resources

Health, Safety and Manners (A Beka)
IBLP Basic Care Bulletins
Books on Nursing and the body 
Biology textbook with extensive diagrams
Trampoline
Bicycle
Balls, bats, tennis racket
Swing ball
Go-cart
Canoe
Greendale School Pool during the summer

What We're Already Doing

The latest craze in our household has been cricket on the back paddock. 
Susanna joins in with her brothers.
In the Christmas Holidays, Susanna had two weeks of daily swimming lessons. 
She gained a lot of confidence and skill in this time.
We make a conscious effort to guide Susanna in daily hygiene -teeth cleaning, 
hand washing. 
Susanna rides her bike around the section. She is learning to ride safely on the 
road with an adult.
We have a trampoline, and Susanna is gaining confidence with this. She has 
learned how to bounce in various ways.
We discuss healthy eating and knowing when we have eaten enough.
Susanna attends Ballet once a week.



Susanna is learning to care for younger siblings.
Curriculu
m Outline
Subject Code: 370

Subject Title: Business, Law, and Business 
Technology

Objectives

Business
Identify how a business serves a group of customers
Understand types of businesses - sole trader, partnership, limited liability company, public 
company - and the pros and cons of each
Learn God’s principles for using money, and develop financial freedom 
Understand accountancy, economics, information systems and telecommunications
Learn about strategy, vision and mission, and its place within the life of a business
Learn about hiring, developing, training, encouraging, and disciplining employees

Law
Know what a law is, who makes laws, where to find laws, and how to read a law
Learn the laws of the country including road rules
Learn the laws of love - Christ’s commands
Understand the judicial system in New Zealand

Business Technology
Know how business technology can meet the goals and objectives of a business
Understand and use computers

Key Disciplines

Help Susanna start her own home business, and put principles into action
Dad to show Susanna aspects of his own business
Use the computer and watch older siblings use the computer.
Specific courses at high-school level such as the accounting course that brother David is 
starting soon.

Resources

Dad’s business
Books and experiences as appropriate in the middle and senior years
Lots of computers!
Accounting Course

What We're Already Doing



Dad runs his own research and consulting business from home. Dad shows 
current work projects to Susanna and talks about what he is doing.
We have begun a cycle safety course. We are focusing on road rules.
Curric

ulum Outline
Subject Code: 381

Subject Title: Music

Objectives

Learn a musical instrument
Listen to music together and discuss what instruments are playing and what the composer is 
trying to convey
Find out about instruments, composers and musical styles 
Enjoy singing together
Attend concerts
Read music
Write music
Harmonise in singing
Consider how music has changed throughout history

Key Disciplines

Make music a part of everyday life
• Family songbook and songs
• Make up own songs
• Sing around the house while doing chores
• Read books about music and instruments
• Make own instruments
• Take formal music lessons

Resources

Suzuki music for Violin, Piano 
Piano
Violins
Lots of CDs
Electronic keyboard
Ukelele
Recorders & Recorder tutor book
Family songbooks
Salvation Army songbook
The Gift of Music, by Wendy Hill
Music Theory Workbook



What We're Already Doing

Susanna sings with the rest of our family every day. 
Susanna is having piano lessons.
We have made our own song books. 
We learn new songs regulary.
Susanna listens to music on CDs.
We have read books about famous composers together.
Curriculu

m Outline
Subject Code: 382

Subject Title: Drama

Key Disciplines

Attend shows
Put on dramas at home
Write, practice, and perform dramas
Read dramatic scripts

What We're Already Doing

Susanna has taken part in family pretending games and acted out a story or 
historical event.
Curriculu

m Outline
Subject Code: 383

Subject Title: Practical Art

Objectives
Learn drawing
Experiment with supplies
Recognise the five elements of contour shape
Learning to draw what you see
Positive and negative space
Design
People and faces
Environment
Tone and shadowing



Painting
Printmaking
Photography
Design
Sculpture and pottery

Key Disciplines

Use drawing in other subjects e.g. scientific drawings
Draw to learn e.g. draw a praying mantis to discover how it is made
Formal art lessons with "Drawing with Children" or “How Great Thou Art”

Resources

Brookes, Mona., "Drawing with Children"
“How Great Thou Art” Programme
ABeka Art Projects Book
Art Materials

What We're Already Doing

Susanna loves to draw and paint.
Susanna enjoys drawing to tell a story or express an idea.
We have painting sessions.
Susanna has completed some of the painting assignments in "How Great Thou 
Art" recently.
Susanna has been making projects from her Abeka Art Projects Book.
She uses the computer to make computer art.
Susanna loves to take photos.
Curric

ulum Outline
Subject Code: 384

Subject Title: Crafts

Objectives

Try all sorts of crafts
Make useful and beautiful articles

Key Disciplines

Use tools for woodworking, sewing, metalwork, paper crafts
Care for tools – correct handling and storage



Read craft books and use ideas to make things
Specialise in a craft 
Encourage crafts by providing resources - cardboard, scissors, sellotape, paints, “junk”, glue, 
pens/felts/crayons, glitter, coloured card, and fabric

Resources

Scissors, paper, sellotape, glue, pens, glitter, etc
Craft books
Tools

What We're Already Doing

Susanna is very dextrous with scissors and loves to make things.
Susanna has experienced:

• Woodwork
• Paper and cardboard crafts
• Modelling clay (Fimo)
• Flag making
• Kites
• Glider
• Card making
• Paper folding
• Paper mache
• Cake decorating
• Sewing
• Chalk pictures
• Cardboard castle
• Playdough

Every fortnight we have a Craft Session with grandparents to learn sewing and woodwork 
skills.
Susanna has begun to use the sewing machine.
Cur

riculum Outline
Subject Code: 385

Subject Title: Puppetry

Key Disciplines

Make puppets
Write puppet scripts, practice and perform
Watch other puppetry

Resources



Puppets

What We're Already Doing

Susanna enjoys putting on a puppet show. She has made finger puppets. She 
acts out stories with toys
Curri

culum Outline
Outline
Subject Code: 390

Subject Title: Home Care and Practical Skills

Objectives

Learn to do housework and take part in family housework:
• Shopping and budgeting
• Cleaning
• Vacuuming
• Laundry
• Dishes
• Cooking nutritional meals
• Mending clothes
• Gardening
• Care of vehicles
• Repairs to house, painting and redecorating

Key Disciplines

Involve Susanna in household repairs
Each family member has set chores to be done each day
Demonstrate how to do each chore

Resources

Cleaning Gear
Chore Charts
A big vegetable garden

What We're Already Doing

Susanna is learning to put his bike away each day.
Susanna helps with jobs around our 2.5 acre section.



Susanna helps with meal preparation, setting the table and tidying up.
Susanna helps to plant seeds for the vegetable garden. She enjoys picking 
zucchinis and tomatoes.

Subject Code: 400

Subject Title: Self-Control

Objectives

Demonstrate self-control over:
• Body
• Appetite
• Thought Life
• Tongue
• Finances
• Emotions
• Manners

Conquer Laziness
Flee Temptation

Key disciplines

Learn how to sit still
Have a schedule for the day
Have a regular exercise programme
Have a budget
Learn and practice good manners
Have a regular bedtime
Maintain a healthy diet
Practice right thinking:

• Truth in the mind, and truth coaches
• Stress management
• Balancing life ... "being" and "doing"

Resources

Scheduling books
Exercise equipment
Budgeting software
Books about manners
Healthy cooking Books

 What We're Already Doing

As parents we are seeking to grow in these areas and model this to Susanna. 



We have a daily schedule that is both flexible and productive.

S
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ulum Outline
Subject Code: 500

Subject Title: Perseverance

Objectives

Be faithful in performing a job
Persevere in trials
Finish what we start

Key disciplines

Be punctual – plan ahead of time
Do all your work cheerfully and diligently
Finish difficult tasks without giving up
Ask for help
Read books about people who persevered under difficult circumstances
Focus on a task without being distracted
Have a personal workspace
Keep portfolios of major projects
Make lists

Subject Code: 600

Subject Title: Godliness

Objectives

Imitate Jesus Christ



Love what is good 
Hate what is evil
Search for wisdom 
Make wise decisions

Key disciplines

Discuss these ideas with Susanna:
• Meditate on God’s Word, the Bible
• Memorise scripture
• Talk to God every day (prayer)
• Honour God’s day of rest
• Respect God and authorities
• Recognise and repent of sin
• Do the things we have learned

Initiate projects designed to help Susanna learn these things

Subject Code: 700

Subject Title: Brotherly and Sisterly Kindness

Objectives

Be kind to one another, just as brothers and sisters are kind and beneficial to each other
Develop wholesome relationships
Protect the young and the weak
Show Hospitality
See and provide for the needs of others

Key disciplines

Be quiet when someone else is asleep
Serve others e.g. helping others to clean up their messes
Care for a sick brother or sister
Playing nicely with children in the neighbourhood
Invite people to our home for meals and fellowship
Make a list of games to play with visitors to our home
Choose close friends carefully
Make brothers and sisters best friends
Discover ways to show love – learn about the 5 love languages
Learn how to care for babies and toddlers
Learn about safety in the home and community

What We Are Already Doing

We have visitors to our home.



We have household rules to encourage good relationships.
Susanna helps to care for her three younger siblings.
Susanna shares her toys.

ulum Outline 
Subject Code: 800

Subject Title: Love

Objectives

Give to those in need
Communicate in a loving way
Forgive others
Serve others with a cheerful heart

Key disciplines

Make special cards for people
Share resources
Read current events
Look for ways to serve other families and those in need
Regularly give to charities
Read or hear about missionaries and missions and what they do to serve those in need
Practice good conversations every day
Volunteer
Talk about purpose in life
Let others go first
Think of ways to bless and do good to those who have hurt us
Share the good news of Jesus!

What We Are Already Doing

Susanna makes special cards for others. We read what missionaries do and give 
to charity. When the children of Samoa needed t-shirts after the cyclone 
Susanna went with her grandmother and bought a heap of t-shirts from the op-
shop to send. Susanna had great fun with this.


